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                                                                                                 Elstal, June, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Mission Friends, 
 
As mid-year is approaching, we’d like to greet you with the watchword for July 2006 taken 
from John 6:37: “Jesus says: I will never turn away anyone who comes to me.”  
 
Together with our partner unions in Africa and Latin America we know about the great 
challenge to help people sustainably in their material, personal and spiritual needs. We do so 
not on our own behalf, but in Jesus’ name, accomplishing his mission. We try not to turn 
away people who need our assistance but to help them up – as far as we are in a position to 
do so. As we carry out Jesus’ Mission, the responsibility is one shared by Christians from 
Africa, Latin America and Europe, on all continents. Missions is no one-way road. 
 
The churches in Latin America and Africa are experiencing growth. The Baptist World 
Association statistics give evidence of this fact. In 1990, African churches numbered 1.6 
million, and in 2005, appr. 5.8 million (!). Quite astonishing numbers! This is why we are 
thinking about how we can assist and strengthen each other in what is our common 
responsibility for missions. 
 
During the EBM Mission Council in May in Budapest (Hungary), we discussed the 
implementation of the results presented by the EBM Task Force, who had been looking for 
ways of more partnership-oriented cooperation in world missions. Steps in this direction will 
now have to be prepared, e.g. at the EBM Executive meeting to be held September 8 – 10, 
2006 in Oslo (Norway).  
 
For 2006/2007 we are again planning missionary activities of pastors from Africa and Latin 
America within the framework of our “Borderless” project in Austria and in Germany. 
Churches who are interested are invited to register for an assignment (see enclosure). 
 
We are grateful for the various examples of our work that were presented in the Evening 
Programme on World Missions during the annual assembly of the German Union in 
Krelingen. Those who are interested in these processes and prospects or in specific projects 
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of assistance are very cordially invited to attend the EBM Mission Day in the Kassel 
Baptist Church on September 2 (see enclosure). 
 
At the same time, we have been asked by our partner unions in Africa and Latin America to 
assist them in theological education, children’s homes, schools and vocational centres, in 
evangelism and church ministries or also in providing health care. The enclosed list of 
projects will inform you about ongoing projects and the respective financial requirements. 
This is why we would ask you very cordially, on behalf of the people in Africa and Latin 
America, to continue with your financial support. 
 
Mission has many faces: During the Mission Council, Esther and Matthias Dichristin were 
appointed to go to South Africa in October 2006 to do HIV/AIDS work. Dr Klaus Fiedler was 
appointed for part-time work in the area of theological education in Malawi. More than 25 
volunteers will participate in the 2006/2007 Volunteers Programme in South Africa, 
Cameroon, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Equatorial Guinea, Brazil and Argentina. We greatly 
appreciate these developments. Please pray for the Preparation Course in July and the 
ensuing commissioning of the volunteers! 
 
Another prayer request is the specific search for full-time staff in the following areas: 

• Theological education in Jui (Sierra Leone) 

• The hospital in Nkoteng (South Cameroon) 

• Management of mission work in Douala (South Cameroon) 

• Management of the car repair shop and training of car mechanics at the 
Vocational Centre in Garoua (North Cameroon). 

 
If you have not got the EBM Powerpoint Presentation yet, you may have a look at it at our 
website and order it at www.ebm-masa.org. Besides the EBM Puzzle, an EBM Picture 
Pairs  Game (picturing scenes from world missions) is now also available. It comes, of 
course, in a savings box so children might learn to do good in a playful way. The lesson 
plans about world missions, intended for use in children’s ministries, have already been 
brought to your attention. You may order the handbook with Oncken Publishers. 
 
We’d also very much like to call your attention to a study trip to Cameroon in April 2007 
(enclosure). Please be kind enough to share all of this information with the people in your 
churches. 
 
In September, we will publish the materials for the Sunday of World Missions on 
03/12/2006. We would like to ask you to allow for an offering benefiting EBM’s missionary 
work both on Thanksgiving Day and on the Sunday of World Missions or at Christmas. 
 
Thank you for your commitment, your prayers and support and with our best wishes. May 
God bless you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

  

           Pastor Volker Bohle          Pastor Hans Guderian      Pastor Dietrich Weiand 
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EBM 

Africa 

South Africa  

AIDS Projects of the Baptist Convention 

 

 
 

AIDS Project 

„Imikatego“ 

 (blessing) 

in 

Jabavu/Soweto 

 

Financial 

requirements: 

€  8,000.-                         

Project No.: 

     9820/1081 

 
More than 3,500 AIDS-affected people are reached by the home-based 

care  projects of the Baptist Convention of South Africa: people who are 

either themselves infected by this pandemic or their family members. In 

addition to counselling and home-based care, these persons or the whole 

family also receive pastoral care if they so desire.  

In autumn this year, a couple from Germany will leave for South Africa 

in order to lend their support to this work run by the Convention: Esther 

and Matthias Dichristin.. Together with the staff of the AIDS desk, they 

will assist the churches and the staff in 15 different AIDS grass roots 

projects throughout the country. 

 

Please pray for this work and support it by giving a donation. 

 

 

 

Spendenkonto Afrika Kontonummer 333 16 

Bankleitzahl 500 921 00 Spar- und Kreditbank Bad Homburg 

BIC GENODE51BH2, IBAN DE 89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16 

 

 

 

EBM 

Africa 
 

Central African Republic  

Evangelising among the Pygmies 

 

 
 
Baptism of two 

Pygmie Women 

 

Financial 

requirements: 

€ 19,600.- 

Project No.: 

      9810/1060 

 

For some years we have been supporting the work of the Central 

African Baptist Union among the Pygmies in a special way.  

Thus we could purchase bicycles for the evangelists as well as a 

motorcycle last year already so that the evangelists can get to the 

remote villages in the bush faster. 

We help with the training of the evangelists, with training materials 

for the new Christians and with small projects for training Pygmie 

women. Moreover, we could also assist other churches with the 

roofing of their community buildings.  

 
We kindly ask for your prayer and financial support so that this work 

might be continued.  
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EBM 

Latin America 

Brazil 

PEPE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Financial requirements: 

€  15,000.-                         

Project No.: 

     302 

 
This name stands for a very successful pre-school programme in 

Brazil, which allows even the poorest children living near our 

churches to attend pre-school. Those children in Brazil who do not 

attend pre-school find it very difficult to follow classes in 1
st
 grade. 

 

This programme not only encourages the churches’ social work but 

also their missionary work. It greatly benefits especially the 

inhabitants of the nearby favelas (slums). 

 

This year  MASA has been embarking on two projects, for which 

we intend to raise 15,000 EURO. 

 

 

 

Spendenkonto Lateinamerika Kontonummer 1339 06 

Bankleitzahl 500 921 00 Spar- und Kreditbank Bad Homburg 

 

 

 

EBM 

LatinAamerica 
 

Argentina 

Missions to the Mapuche in Patagonia 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Financial requirements: 

€ 14,000.- 

Project No.: 

103 

 
When Pedro and Noemí Boretsky moved to Esquel (Argentina), 

they had above all the white population in mind. But God led them 

in an amazing way and things turned out quite different So they 

started to bring God’s love in word and deed to these 

uncommunicative people, who are often very withdrawn. 

  

By now, the Boretskys’ mission field covers an area of more than 

600 km in length and 200 km in width! The lives and the ministry 

of this couple take the assurance into many a Mapuche hut that 

God does has not neglected them, and this is affecting their whole 

lives. 

 

 
 

Spendenkonto Lateinamerika Kontonummer 1339 06 
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Dates:  31/03/07 -17/04/07 

Place:   Round trip through 

Cameroon 

Max Price:  2,350.- € 

Included:         Flight, simple 

accommodation including 

breakfast, travel expenses 

within the country, air 

rescue service, translation  

Journey:  Reaching our common 

departure airport is your 

own responsibility. 

Operator: EBM 

Tour Guides:  Rev. Markus Frank,  

Birgit Hübner 

For further information turn to: 

  Birgit Hübner,  

Phone: (0049) 

05251/38463, or  

bima.frake@t-online.de  
 

Registration for the EBM Study Trip to Cameroon from March 31 – April 17, 2007:  

EBM, Johann-Gerhard-Oncken-Str. 7, 14641 Wustermark (Elstal), GERMANY 

 

Name, first name_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax/E-Mail:________________________________________________Age:_________ 

 

Place/Date/Signature:_______________________________________________________ 

 

On 13/01/07-14/01/07, there will be a preparation weekend for this study trip in Paderborn. I 

will attend:                       yes      no  
 

 

 

 

Study Trip to Cameroon 
(Tour du Cameroun) 

 

March 31 – April 17, 2007 

 

Experiencing Africa first hand, 

discovering Cameroon – a country rich in 

beautiful scenery, learning more about 

EBM work there, receiving new impulses 

for our Christian faith while fellowshiping 

with Cameroonian Christians, listening to 

missionaries talking about their work. 

  

During this round trip we will travel by 

car, by coach, by plane and on foot. And we 

will get to know the way Cameroonians 

live, their food, their families and their 

churches.  

 

We will be relaxing on the beach and 

sharing our experiences, we will be 

merging into the rain forest, climbing 

mountains and, in addition to our daily 

devotions, attending many  joyful services. 

Accommodation will partly be very simple. 

 

January 13-14, 2007, there will be a 

preparation weekend in Paderborn (Price: 

37.-  € for accommodation and board). A 

medical certificate confirming fitness for 

the tropics is required in order to take part 

in this trip.  
 


