Children’s Homes in Brazil: Chances and challenges

In Brazil, EBM/MASA began its work by supportinghildren’s home, in close cooperation with the
Convencdao Batista Pioneira.

As a matter of fact, the history of MASA in Braiglclosely linked to the history of this home, the
“Heinrich Liebich” Children’s Home. It is not difult to assess this ministry. In the past 30 ydsse
have, of course, been changes and correctionseintation, which always helped us to keep a cledr a
objective view of this God-given ministry. Yet otieéng has not changed: our loving concern and our
desire to give a new meaning to the lives of orghabandoned or neglected children and to prowde f
their security and education or to allow their mewevival.

| am often asked if children’s homes are the belsttion to the problems. My answer is “No!” It wall

be ideal if every child were given care, love, sxdpand allowed a humane existence by his or her
parents and if each one of them found the conditfona healthy physical, mental and spiritual
development in his or her home. But this is milesyafrom the reality of thousands of Brazilian oner
South American children: They are abandoned irstteets during their very first days or monthsifef, |
they don’t have anything to eat, they are showiowue or tenderness whatsoever, their life is cartbta
threatened, their soul has already been brokehébyiblence surrounding them, and they don’t haee t
faintest notion of what the word “family” means. Maof them don’t know their father, often not even
their mother. If they do, their parents considenthas goods, force them into prostitution amongroth
things or use them for dirty work in drug traffiokj. The question remains: What chances do these
children have to become mature people with higheshbs to life or family, able to live in healthy
relationships, and motivated to grow in charachket personality? The foundations for such develogmen
have been withdrawn from them, their self-esteegratied, their emotional life destroyed. This
description also makes it very clear that recomwsivn and renewal of these biographies are by ranse
easy. They are possible only through God’s merclylave, and deep compassion on our part. Providing
a roof over their heads and a plate of food witl .

Hundreds of children have already been admitteitdwo MASA homes in Brazil — the “Heinrich
Liebich” home in ljui and the “Crianca Feliz” horireCotia. Many of them grew up there and have long
since been adults. We have to say that it didnikvior all of them. Some did not commit their livies
Jesus. But they all received our love and loving @and had the opportunity of getting to know famil
life, of going to school and preparing for a tradlbey were given a chance for a better future. Yée a
very happy about those numerous former children e now finished their vocational training and
founded their own families, who are dedicated Gianis in their churches, who are steadfast and have
found fulfillment in life.

In evaluating this ministry we mustn’t forget thhis kind of initiative always has a past — londadoe

any particular organization gets into the boattifigons are beneficiary and necessary; so th&wan
be done on a larger scale, and incoming resoustebe administered in a responsible and transparent
way. Yet this truth remains: Only the love of indivals makes this kind of “rescue” possible ane-lif
giving: individuals, from the sponsor whose donagionake supporting this work possible, to the foste
parents who offer family life to the children. Griglly the children’s home in ljui had originates a
result of the Liebich family’s practical Christidmve. This family of farmers, who already had saver
children, took more than thirty orphaned and othmoverished children in, in addition to their own.
And this was the framework for MASA: Pastor HorstrBowski promised Heinrich Liebich, who was
already old and ill at that time, that these clafdwould not be homeless after his death. The siory
Cotia is pretty much the same. Up to now this wak been feasible only thanks to the personal
commitment of people who love children and are greg to make sacrifices, whether they do so by
working in the homes or by praying and giving mofreyn abroad.

Administration, working methods, and perspectiveésey all need to be continuously evaluated and
adapted to new realities. Society, politics, ctand financial requirements influence the worlval.
But there is one thing, which must never changectbhar understanding of the gospel Jesus has given



us. This understanding includes our responsiditythese children, which leads us to offer thefaia
chance of leaving their material, mental and gmfitnisery behind.

Of course, we cannot possibly help all the childresuch distress. But this fact mustn’t slow dawum
involvement nor excuse any indifference of ourds'®ind of mission work always asks for sacrifices.
Jesus has not called us into a comfortable andlgasWe are called to love those who are lost &nd
be God’s tools to save many people.

You may also ask: Would it not be better to intégthese children back into their families, asafaithis
is possible? Certainly. But often the parents @&addr imprisoned, or their whereabouts are simply
unknown. If they can be located, the home triegézh out to the family and to help them improwarth
living conditions in such a way that they can téiair children in again and provide them with layin
care, under humane conditions. But all too oftennification with their family would mean anotheg b
threat to the children. And this would then be aaregreater trauma.

Thefollowing stories emphasize the value of thiswork, as| have described it above:

1. Tais and Tainara are twins and were just 10 hsoold when they were admitted to the children’s
home in ljui in December 2001. They were absoluteynourished. For one month they had to get

hospital treatment. Their blood had to be compjetechanged. They were cared for with love and

dedication. Today, two years later, especially @igrstill shows some lasting effects. But thankS ool
we can now say that they are out of the woods. Haeg experienced two dramatic years, but they
slowly begin to blossom.

2. Lucas is the name of another child. He had nereen shoes. He had never seen a bath, let alone
dishes or cutlery when eating. Instead of speakangrunted. A completely intimidated child. He
collected anything he found, even food, in a bageraf cloth, which he always carried with him and
kept like a treasure. After four years of devotitmaching and, above all, motherly love, he novs say
few words, writes his name, he can pray, sing $nolwn language, and has become a happy boy. How
wonderful is our God, who gives new hope to chitdnéthout hope!

3.Tamires Gomes de Souza arrived at the Cotia laditiee age of six months, together with her two
older sisters. Before admission she had been t@keEnof by her two sisters, the oldest being ocaled
The three children had to fend for themselvestintaln the home, Tamires finally was given goorkca
and love and developed in a positive and healthy Wabody knows who her father is. Her mother
seldom comes to see her. As her parents have ahbethtéer she has now been put up for adoption. The
care we have given her in this phase will certainfiuence her further life.

4. The question from Luke 1:66: “What is this chiloing to be? For it was plain that the Lord’s powe
was upon him,” may be applied to Antonio Gelado&alunior. He has grown up in the children’s
home. Today, at 17, he is taking A-levels and ggtteady for university studies. His prospects are
exceptionally good. It is wonderful to see in whigy our home has contributed to his development.
His life so utterly differs from that of childremd youngsters who live in the streets, without any
perspectives at all.

The children’s homes are a successful chapter M/BEB\SA'’s history. Without them something would
be badly missing in the overall work. Jesus sdigt the children come to me.” The ministry of the
children’s homes is a way to offer neglected cleitdsecurity and to make them experience Jesus’ love
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