EBM/MASA and its Partner Unions in Africa

In the year 2004, the 50th anniversary of the EB&en African unions belong as members
and partners to the EBM:

- Equatorial Guinea

- Cameroon

- Malawi

- Mozambique

- Sierra Leone

- South Africa

- Central African Republic.

The history of and the relationship of the EBM #@iscEuropean member unions with the
African Baptist Unions are diverse and manifoldisTarticle does not represent a general
reflection on church history but only sketches arsbverview over the EBM endeavor in
world mission.

Equatorial Guinea

EBM missionary work in Equatorial Guinea is closkmked to the work of the Spanish
Baptist Union. Already in 1940 a missions commiggested in the Spanish Union under the
leadership of pastaloaquin CabreraThis committee was responsible for Equatorial Gaijne
though it did not yet have missionaries. Neitherentae Spanish Baptists able to realize their
missionary responsibility after the war. EquatoGalinea has been a Spanish colony, which
gained its independence only in 1968. Only aftat,th strong desire emerged to become
active in Equatorial Guine®&astorEutimio Herreros Navarranade first contact with the
leadership of the Baptist churches in Equatoriah&a. His moving report at home leads to
the decision to make Equatorial Guinea the focub@f missionary endeavor. In co-
operation with the International Missions Board fiingt missionary coupléess and Peggy
Thompsorwere sent out in 1982, in later years alsolhggersandWhitters In 1983 Pastor
Jorge Mutvisited Equatorial Guinea for a prolonged peribtimme and worked alongsidkess
and Peggy Thompsoifiheir goal was to developa common missionarygestsve. After

further contact and communication with the EBM, 8panish coupl&sther and Daniel
Banyulswas sent out to Equatorial Guinea in 1995, Racharis Llopisin 1999. Their work

in Malabo, Bata, and other cities had a different focus. On one lado-operation with the
local union and local churches is of great imparéam order to reach the people of Equatorial
Guinea with the Gospel in various ways. After comioating with local staff, a general
strategy was developed BEgther and Daniel Banyul&vangelism and social work are both
important building blocks of missionary work. Thigrere is also the responsibility for two
evangelical schools iMalabo andMukurassi under the leadership of pastdario Bolo

from Equatorial Guinea arfdamaris Llopis Another area of work is the discipleshipand
training of the local churches to enable them tsdieresponsible and look after their various
ministries. There are also now groups from Spasiting Equatorial Guinea for short term
stays every summer. A program called “LOVE GUINEAfives to support staff and churches
in their missionary work.

Cameroon

The missionary endeavor of the European Baptis@ameroon has a long tradition. Before
the “Baseler Mission” sent out missionaries in 18iddeady the British “Baptist Mission
Society” (BMS) was active in Cameroon. In 1891 firet German missionanAugust Steffens
left for Cameroon, sent by the “Deutsche Kameruadubin” (German Cameroon Mission).



During both world wars there were decisive chan@&sman missionaries had to leave the
country. Even after the Second World War Germarsimnaries were not allowed back in.
This fact became the starting point for the fougdihthe “Europaeischen Baptistischen
Missionsgesellschaft” (European Baptist Missioni8iy¢ in 1954 and later the
“Europaeischen Baptistischen Mission” (EBM) (Eurapdaptist Mission).

Because only after the foundation of the EBM - garEuropean organization - missionaries
could be sent out again, first the French missipnaupleFarelly and after that again German
missionaries e.g. theassuelkedrirst mission stations were built in the North loé tountry.

In 1963 the Swiss coupfst aeublileft for South Cameroon. In 1973 a Bible Collegethe
training of pastors and evangelists was foundeddiki in the South. In the same year the
“Centre Technique de Maroua”, a training projecthy German “Gemeindejugendwerk”
(GJIW) (Youth Department) was established. Latemissionary work spread south. To name
one: the training programme “CAREJ“MNkondjok in the South. First in 2003 the German
coupleHanna and Dirk Puschvere called to the capital cityaoundéfor church planting.
They support the work of the Cameroon padoise Epoh

The joint missionary endeavor of the EBM and “Undes Eglises Baptistes Camerounaise”
(UEBC) has grown in various ways nearing the y&@42

Schools were founded and developed in connectitimtive churches throughout the whole
country. Traineeships in technical and other trade® offered to young people, both on a
small scale in local churches and on a larger sodlee training centers iNkondjok and
Garuoa. Evangelists, deacons and pastors are educateel Bittle College irMokong in the
North and at the Theological Seminary in the Soktur big hospitals iZidim, Mokong,
Nkoteng andBonaberi are part of an extensive medical work of the chesc Time and again
young students from Cameroon went to the Theolb&eaminary of the German Baptist
Union in Hamburg or to the International Baptistriagary in Rueschlikon, Switzerland. To
name a few: the General Secretary of the UEBC PEstanuel MbendandSamuel Johnson
who is at present pastoring the German church mittsg-Reinbek. These opportunities have
furthered the contact between the national unittresEBM and the UEBC.

Since 1957 the EBM has a partnership with the UBBCameroon there is also the “Eglises
Baptistes Camerounaise” (EBC) and in the Engligakimg part of the country the “Baptist
Convention of Cameron” (BCC). Today there are ntbae 25 EBM missionaries from
various countries working in the North and SoutiCameroon.

Malawi

Already in 1986 the former EBM General Secretdoyst Niesergot in touch with the
General Secretary of the Baptist Convention of Ma[BACOMA) due to an inquiry and the
subsequent research. During the following yearmétion was exchanged occasionally.
From 1994 to 1997 preliminary considerations feoacrete co-operation were drafted by the
leadership of the Baptist Convention together whth African secretary of the EBM, Dr.
Detlef Kapteinaand with Dr.Klaus Fiedler Baptist lecturer at the Theological Seminary in
Zomba/Malawi. In 1997 whemetlef Kapteinavisited Malawi, important details regarding
the relationship between the EBM and BACOMA wergcdssed e.g. the fundamental policy
to further local missionaries who under the sugown of BACOMA were responsible for
church building in various areas.

In close co-operation with the General SecretatheBaptist Convention of Malawi, Pastor
Akim Chirwa the firsttwo local missionaries were appointed for evangebsid church
building in 1997/1998: Pastéirancis Nkhomand PastoHauke Khuzalpand later pastor
Brasswell NkhonjeraMeanwhile PastoGraham Chipandsucceeded PastBrancis
NkhomaIn 2000 when the EBM was restructurBagina Claadecame regional
representative of the EBM in Southern Africa. Aftalks in Malawi in 2000 and 2002
guestions arose concerning a concept for the Caoioveat home, concerning specific social



projects and concerning another job for a locabmizary to the swamparea in Southern
Malawi.

Mozambique

Mozambique has been a Portuguese colony for 4#@.y&#ier a long and fierce war
Mozambique gained its independence in 1975, fgst marxist-leninistic state. After further
civil and rebel wars, a peace treaty was negotiatéige years from 1988 to 1995. This paved
the way for democracy and a stable political situnat

In 1991 the General Secretary of the EBW&x St aeubliyisited Mozambique and made first
contact with the Convencao Baptiste de Mozambi@k\). Already in 1992 the CBM was
welcomed as a partner union of EBM and a year,latel993, the Portuguese couplees

was sent out as first EBM missionaries to Mozamdigthen they returned in 1999, a further
Portuguese couplsabel und Eduardo Melwere sent tdeira, focusing on “theological
training”. Through the flood in 200Eduardo Melaogether with the CBM was temporarily
involved in disaster relief. During this time, aosiiterm team from Austria was able to help
tremendously. This is worth mentioning, becausgtime led to the personal callingdéris
und Dr.Gunther Schwarzingdrom Austria. They were sent out as EBM missicgmtd
Mozambique in 2002 to developa social centr®lactia in the South of the country.

Sierra Leone

The foundation of the first Baptist church in Seekleone can be traced back to the year 1792,
when due to the English anti-slave-movement forsieres, who had been soldiers in the
American independence war, came back to Sierrad.dénom this stems the name of the
capital city of Sierra Leone: “Freetown”. Thesenier slaves founded the first Baptist church;
and e.g. today’s Regent Road Baptist Church hasigs in this church. Already before the
foundation of the “Baptist Convention of Sierra bed (BCSL), the EBM had sent out
missionaries: in 196Elisabeth Eckeleft for Sierra Leone as the first EBM missionary,
followed by the couplélagenin 1972, to further the foundation of a churchami

The “Baptist Convention of Sierra Leone” (BCSL) waanded in 1974. Various Baptist
churches, which established through EBM missiomagk and through the Baptist
Missionary society, united to form a convention.niame a few: the churchesMambolo,
Lunsar and the Robert-Street-Baptist-Churclneetown. First of all, the main “mission
station” was irMambolo, where European missionaries were responsiblinédevelopment
of a church, a clinic and a school. In 1978, iroperation with the “Christoffel
Blindenmission”, the eye hospital iunsar was opened; the reopening of which in the year
2003 - after the traumatic experiences of the @wat from 1991 to 2000 - was of great
importance for the whole country. In the sevendied eighties there were a number of
missionaries in Sierra Leone. During those yeagsiissionary work of the EBM in co-
operation with its partner union spread throughwhele country. Also during this time the
BCSL as a church organization developed a newtstieiand built up different ministry
departments in the sense of “churches help chutchis theological training, too, was a
focal point of the missionary work of EBM. The “Ehgelical College of Theology” idui

was founded in 1964. It is our goal to thorouginiyrt young men and women for responsible
professional work in various areas of society. Befind during the rebel war the number of
missionaries had decreased considerably, thoughetb@s remained the same in all areas of
the country. Today the work of the BCSL and itsrches reaches areas as faBaskono
andKenema



South Africa

The relationship with the Baptist Convention of 8oéfrica (BCSA) started already in 1987,
whenRegina ClaasindOlaf Kormannshaugrom the German “Gemeindejugendwerk”
(GJIW) (Youth Department) came into contact with (tmainly black) Baptist Convention.
First a partnership with the GJW developed, whidlsted since 1989 and was already bearing
fruit on many levels in the early years. There warert term stays of volunteers in South
Africa, African staff was supported financially andhterially, there were training programmes
and study tours, and there was an internationdti@m’s Camp in 2001.

In 1994Regina Claasvas called to South Africa as the first EBM missioy, to co-ordinate
existent contacts and first of all to develop iropeeration with the local Convention social
ministries closely associated with the churchesntthis work a Kindergarten society
emerged with about 60 Kindergartens all over Séidtita, which by now is independently
managed by African sisters and brothers. Overabieféw years a trend has developed
towards making AIDS projects a focal point; conasgrthis the BCSA together with the
EBM has applied for support from “Brot fuer die We&Bread For The World) etc. Further
missionaries from Germany are tammtfamily andKristina Hasenpuschyho have been

in the country for four years now and who all watkhe Theological Seminary 8oweta
Because of the longstanding partnership in Soutlt&fthe Baptist Convention wishes to be
a partner of EBM, though there are four other Baptnions in South Africa, which form -
together with the BCSA - the South African Bap#fiitance. Even before the end of
Apartheid German missionaries like Pasfonst Hauswere already working in South Africa.
Between the German Union and the BCSA an immegtmership developed over the past
few years, which will be sealed with a partnersgrpament at the Assembly of the BCSA in
Bloemfontein in December 2003 and at the Germaribdy in Cottbus.

Central African Republic

First contacts between the EBM and the Baptistaties of the Central African Republic were
made in 1976 when the EBM General Secretiymut Grundmannisited Sierra Leone as
representative of the “ Deutschen EvangelischelaAd! (German Evangelical Alliance).
There he met with Past®aul Changéwho is the founder of the “Union Fraternelle des
Eglises Baptistes” (UFEB). The UFEB is a group apBst churches which developed from
the Central African Republic churches of the Amamié11D mission. In 198 Helmut
Grundmanrs successofylax St aeubliwent to the Central African Republic to analyze t
situation there and to consider a common perspectiv

After further talks an official partnership of cperation between the EBM and UFEB was
agreed upon at the mission council in LuenebuPid. In 1985 DrJeanandDoris Vincen
were sent out as missionaries and in 1883yandMax St aeubli.

The goal of the partnership was to support the gaumon UFEB in its theological and social
work. Focal points of the EBM were the structurargl rebuilding of the “Evangelical
Theological School” iBBangui (ETEB) in close co-operation with its Presid@atul Changé,
and the extension of the training programme for worand the development of the
community center ,Maison DORCAS". Furthermore thisréhe strong support of the work
with the pygmies together wittilarc Caparangand the “Basisgesundheitsdienst” (Basic
Medical Aid), which is connected to the name of Mechtild Schroeder

Volker Bohle



